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Abstract

The issue of Syrian refugees’ return in the post-liberation phase represents one of the most complex
challenges in the broader process of rebuilding society and the state, given its humanitarian, political, and
economic dimensions. lts significance lies in understanding the factors shaping the decision to return,
particularly those related to security and the capacity of returnees to achieve stability. Within this framework,
the study seeks to analyze the determinants of return from a field-based perspective grounded in the lived
realities of refugees themselves. The study aimed to examine the determinants influencing the return of
Syrian refugees after liberation, by identifying the factors that encourage or hinder return, and by assessing
the availability of security conditions and stability requirements in Syria post-liberation. It also sought to
explore refugees’ perceptions of return and measure their level of confidence in the security, public service,

and social conditions awaiting them in Syria.

The study employed afield survey using an electronic questionnaire distributed to a sample of 300 Syrian
refugees residing in various host countries. The study focused on three main dimensions considered most
influential in shaping return decisions: security, livelihood stability, and psychological and social factors.
The study reached several key findings: the security dimension recorded a mean score of 2.037, reflecting
refugees’ continued perception that security conditions in liberated areas remain insufficient, despite the
fact that improved security is a strong motivator for return. - The livelihood stability dimension achieved a
mean score of 1.555, indicating refugees’ recognition of the importance of adequate housing, employment
opportunities, essential services, and the ability to secure a stable income as fundamental prerequisites for
return. - The psychological and social factors dimension recorded a mean score of 1.997, showing that the
presence of relatives in liberated areas serves as a motivating factor, while negative memories associated

with the place constitute a clear psychological barrier.

The study concludes that achieving sustainable return for Syrian refugees requires a balanced approach
that addresses security conditions, service provision, and economic opportunities, while simultaneously
strengthening trust between refugees and host communities. Moreover, the findings confirm that the decision
of Syrian refugees to return voluntarily is consistent with theoretical frameworks explaining voluntary
return: security emerges as a primary threshold condition, livelihood stability as a decisive economic factor,
and social ties as both motivators and obstacles. Ultimately, return remains contingent upon the fulfillment

of conditions of voluntariness and dignity.
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lia,” Journal of Eastern African Studies, vol. 8 no. 1 (2014)
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