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Abstract

The study examines the future trajectories of Syrians residing in Turkey following the fall of the Assad
regime in December 2024, focusing on their choices between returning to Syria, remaining in Turkey, or
migrating to a third country. The study is based on the premise that the political transformation in Syria did
not bring the refugee situation to an end; rather, it reshaped it through the interaction of several factors,
includingthelevels of social and economicintegration achieved by Syrians in Turkey, the structural conditions
prevailing in Syria, and the evolving Turkish policies toward refugees. The study adopts a descriptive-
analytical approach, drawing on both secondary data and primary data collected through a field survey
administered to 110 Syrians residing in Turkey. The analysis is further informed by theoretical perspectives

on forced migration, social and economic integration, protracted refugee displacement, and voluntary return.

The findings indicate that the fall of the Assad regime has revived the prospect of return, but has not
transformed it into an immediate or realistic option for the majority of Syrians. Considerations related to
security, stability, employment opportunities, and access to basic services remain among the most significant
factors shaping return decisions. The results also demonstrate that years of displacement have contributed
to varying levels of social and economic integration within Turkish society, reinforcing the preference of a
substantial segment of Syrians to remain in Turkey. The study concludes that the future of Syrians in Turkey
is likely to follow multiple trajectories, including the gradual return of some groups and the continued
residence of others, reflecting the complex relationship between political transformations in the country of

origin and refugees’ choices in the host country.
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