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Abstract

This study examines the Syrian refugee situation from legal and practical perspectives through an analy-
sis of the international normative framework governing the definitions of refugees and internally displaced
persons (IDPs), the scope and limits of international protection, the legal provisions on exclusion from and
cessation of refugee status, and the criteria for safe, dignified, voluntary, and sustainable return. The study
draws on the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, the Statute of the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, and
successive UNHCR documents relating to Syria. Particular attention is given to the international protection
considerations issued in 2014 and 2021, UNHCR’s December 2024 position on returns to Syria, and the

international protection considerations issued in 2026.

The study concludes that, despite the significance of recent political and on-the-ground developments
in Syria, these developments have not yet amounted to the kind of fundamental, stable, and durable change
that would justify the general application of refugee-status cessation clauses or the termination of inter-
national protection on a broad scale. Accordingly, any return of Syrian refugees must continue to be gov-
erned by the principles of voluntariness, safety, and dignity. Furthermore, return processes should be closely
linked to sustainable reintegration and supported by adequate legal and operational protection guarantees.
The study proceeds from the observation that the literature on Syrian displacement has evolved along two
principal strands. The first focuses on the interpretation of international refugee law and the extent of its
applicability to Syrians, whereas the second examines the conditions of voluntary return, the criteria for
its sustainability, and the requirements of reintegration. By analyzing the evolution of UNHCR’s position
between 2011 and 2026, the study seeks to bridge these two strands and to provide a comprehensive as-
sessment of the relationship between international protection and prospects for return. The study addresses
the following central research question: To what extent do the political and on-the-ground developments in
Syria permit a transition from facilitating individual voluntary returns to promoting return on a broader scale,

or even to the application of the legal provisions governing the cessation of refugee status?
Keywords

Syrian refugees, legal framework, voluntary return, UNHCR, International Law
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(2) “Operational Framework: Voluntary Return of Syrian Refugees and Internally
Displaced Persons,” UNHCR (February 2025).
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(7) “UNHCR Position on Returns to the Syrian Arab Republic,” UNHCR (December
2024).

(8)“International Protection Considerations with Regard to Asylum-Seekers from the
Syrian Arab Republic,” UNHCR (May 2026).

20

2014 539387 /I (st § Byoliall @30zll (2a sl
Pl SBLaY latuly seaasll 1da |l yeil
Jlast § Abysia by I el @lana o ) oylily
Coadlas aBy (BLLY| Baaaie Slelis § Ax i
B aar oo cilel cplilie 4S5 e Jady Lo
sl e slapad duesSall wlsall cul casld gl 3
JIA3La] DU oy Jasasls Asysdl Bl (o dausl
ol odass 08 (a3 (@bldl sda (o L)l By
2014 ale Cipntin die Jhe a8 (Lhels) oDl
(o2l S ae ] duate paly Tasy e dylain

Dy §rd Jlodis Jlot § Logas Y

Wew @ retadl gl O I Lels 2agell pdd
O ol 3] T i 7955 A3l 48T (ye yiud
& oM aams ST 058y 2014 ale & Osnygaddl
Bamill @l dalad) Apngall &Yy ais (Ellall
Balile bgiuse g Al sda cilSy . caiadl ¢ 95-4d
=5 J1 2014 ple § dasgin Juog Lo gy 2ol (10
d) 13wl dagall bl olal § s ali 100
ool Walall adoudl Bl ollael dads
Lylael @ cdpsadl dppall dseandl (0 ilall
sl J) Slally ¢ © 2021 Gole /5137 § eoled)
Loz SELEH oo dmliay Loy Ayga 3 whaadl 511
Osslall Jlbas cligleess oS laily ¢ ilud ¥l Joudl gilall
Bazmill @a¥l dussie cdioly toludyl ezt Joul!
Lygeo (o i) oy Hlel e (3 95-4d de L
baall 2B Jlas (@3 (0 Gigsilall alls ¢ 2 38>
Aol Llexdl Jl Axl> 3 Cngad! ¢ gl (ol (1
Bl (8 83,la01 (M Casyad ildlate Ogdgtuy msSd
91951 ale ai8lasl e (2) (1)1

& wlaadl of Lussall wusT eld 2ads) @

(3)“International Protection Considerations with Regard to People Fleeing the Syrian
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(4) Ibid, paras. 2-3.
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(10) “Directive 2011/95/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13

December 2011: Article 15.” Defining “serious harm,” including threats arising from
indiscriminate violence in situations of armed conflict.
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(12) “Statute of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,”
United Nations General Assembly Resolution 428 (V) (14 December 1950).
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(11) “Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement: UN Doc. E/CN.4/1998/53/Add.2,

Introduction, para. 2.” United Nations Commission on Human Rights (February 1998).
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(15) “Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees: art. 1C.,” adopted on 28 July
1951 and Entered into Forced on 22 April 1954.
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(14)“Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment

or Punishment” (adopted on 10 December 1984): art. 3; “International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights” (adopted on 16 December 1966) arts. 6-7.
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(17) “Guidelines on International Protection no. 3: Cessation of Refugee Status under

Article 1C (5) and (6) of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees,”
UNHCR (10 February 2003).

(18)“Executive Committee Conclusions: Cessation of Status No. 69 (XLIII) -1992,”
UNHCR (9 October 1992).
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(16) “Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees: art. 1C.,” adopted on 28 July
1951 and Entered into Forced on 22 April 1954.
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(19) Voluntary Repatriation: International Protection (Geneva: UNHCR, 1996);
Handbook for Repatriation and Reintegration Activities (Geneva: UNHCR, 2004).
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(20) “Enhanced Regional Perceptions and Intentions Survey of Syrian Refugees:
Round Two,” UNHCR and World Bank (November—December 2025).
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Locations of 1,672,052 Syrian Refugees returnees by governorate 4th Jun 2026
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Abstract

The research addresses the issue of the return of Syrian refugees and assesses the extent to which re-
turns align with three fundamental standards (voluntariness, safety, and dignity). It also reviews the durable
solutions of local integration and resettlement. This necessitates a legal clarification of the nature of these
solutions and standards, as well as the legal gaps associated with them. These gaps are likely to exacer-
bate the politicization of solution pathways and lead to non-compliance with the standards that constitute
prerequisites for those solutions, thereby rendering return “forced” under the guise of “voluntariness.” This
concern is particularly acute amid growing political calls for the return of Syrian refugees, which host coun-
tries often regard as the optimal solution. Such calls may conflict with the rules governing the granting of
refugee status. This status is intended to compensate for the loss of national protection and thus entitle the
refugee to temporary surrogate protection. This surrogate protection, provided by the host country, should
end only upon reaching a just and durable solution, whether through voluntary return, local integration, or
resettlement. Return to the homeland is contingent upon the availability of appropriate conditions for a free

and dignified life, not merely upon a change in the political circumstances in the refugee’s country of origin.

Keywords

Syria, refugees, voluntary return, refoulement, durable solutions, International Law
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Forcibly Displaced Syrians, Reconstruction, and the Challenges of Return
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Abstract

This study examines the issue of forcibly displaced Syrians by linking return and reconstruction processes
with Islamic finance instruments as an alternative framework that can contribute to a more equitable and
inclusive reconstruction process. The study is based on the central premise that return is not merely a
neutral humanitarian process but rather a political and economic process shaped by power relations and
the redistribution of resources. Accordingly, integrating the principles of Islamic finance -grounded in justice,
risk-sharing, and the promotion of public welfare -may provide a critical approach to addressing the structural
imbalances inherentin this process. The study analyzes the relationship between reconstruction policies and
patterns of property ownership, highlighting how such policies may, in certain contexts, be used to reshape
the social and demographic landscape at the expense of the rights of forcibly displaced people. In this regard,
it argues that Islamic finance instruments, including Wagqf Sukuk, Murabaha, Musharakah, and Mudarabah,
can play a significant role in financing reconstruction projects in ways that reduce exclusion and promote
voluntary and sustainable return by prioritizing the rehabilitation of local communities rather than focusing
solely on rebuilding physical infrastructure. The study further explores the concept of “managed return”
under conditions of “restricted mobility,” demonstrating how Islamic finance can alleviate the economic
barriers that hinder return through financing affordable housing and income-generating small enterprises for
returnees, thereby enhancing their capacity for socioeconomic reintegration. It adopts a multidimensional
analytical framework based on place, time, and agency to examine the differences between the return of
internally displaced persons and that of refugees, while identifying the distinct financing needs associated

with each context.

Special attention is given to the impact of camp closure policies on return decisions, arguing that the
absence of equitable financing mechanisms may transform such policies into forms of indirect coercion.
Conversely, well-designed Islamic finance programs can mitigate secondary displacement by providing
viable economic alternatives for returnees. The study also examines the relationship between return
and governance, emphasizing that, when embedded within a transparent and accountable institutional
framework, Islamic finance can reduce the politicization and securitization of reconstruction by directing

resources toward broader developmental and social objectives rather than reinforcing existing inequalities.
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It further stresses the importance of adhering to ethical standards in designing these financial instruments to
ensure they are not used to justify or reproduce exclusionary policies. Methodologically, the study employs
policy analysis alongside theoretical approaches from political economy and Islamic finance, with particular
emphasis on the practical potential of Islamic finance instruments in post-conflict settings. It concludes that
integrating Islamic finance into reconstruction strategies can contribute to redirecting reconstruction toward
greater social justice and enhancing the conditions for safe, voluntary, and dignified return, provided that
these mechanisms are designed within a transparent, inclusive, and accountable institutional framework

that places the needs of forcibly displaced persons at the center of reconstruction efforts.
Keywords

Syria, Islamic finance, forcibly displaced persons, refugees, internally displaced persons, reconstruction,

political economy, social justice
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Abstract

The return of refugees and internally displaced person (IDP), together with the rights to housing, land,
and to real property restitution, constitutes one of the most sensitive and complex challenges of Syria’s
transitional period. These issues are intrinsically linked to the right of return, social stability, and the
restoration of societal trust in post-conflict society. This study examines the legal and social implications of
Syrian Iegislation concerning real property ownership, with particular emphasis on Legislative Decree No.
66 of 2012 and Law No. 10 of 2018 and assesses their impact on the ability of Syrian refugees and internally
displaced persons to recover their properties and return to their places of origin. The research is based on the
central hypothesis that certain exceptional legislative measures, although enacted under the banner of urban
planning and post-conflict reconstruction, have in practice complicated procedures for proving ownership
and weakened the legal safeguards protecting the rights to housing and property, particularly for refugees
and internally displaced persons who have lost their title documents or have been unable to access their

properties.

Adopting a socio-legal approach supported by field-based indicators and statistical evidence, the study
further explores the social consequences of property-related disputes, including their adverse effects on
prospects for safe return, as well as their contribution to marginalization, social instability, and the erosion
of individuals’ sense of belonging. The study concludes that achieving sustainable return and equitable
reconstruction cannot be realized without comprehensive reform of the legislative and institutional
framework governing real property rights. Such reform should include simplifying documentation and
evidentiary procedures, recognizing alternative forms of documentation, and establishing transparent and
fair mechanisms for the resolution of property disputes. These measures are essential to safeguarding the
rights of refugees and internally displaced persons and to promoting social stability during the post-conflict

period.

Keywords

Syria, refugees, Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs), property (Estate), Law, Transitional Justice
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Abstract

The study examines the future trajectories of Syrians residing in Turkey following the fall of the Assad
regime in December 2024, focusing on their choices between returning to Syria, remaining in Turkey, or
migrating to a third country. The study is based on the premise that the political transformation in Syria did
not bring the refugee situation to an end; rather, it reshaped it through the interaction of several factors,
including the levels of social and economicintegration achieved by Syrians in Turkey, the structural conditions
prevailing in Syria, and the evolving Turkish policies toward refugees. The study adopts a descriptive-
analytical approach, drawing on both secondary data and primary data collected through a field survey
administered to 110 Syrians residing in Turkey. The analysis is further informed by theoretical perspectives

onforced migration, social and economic integration, protracted refugee displacement, and vquntary return.

The findings indicate that the fall of the Assad regime has revived the prospect of return, but has not
transformed it into an immediate or realistic option for the majority of Syrians. Considerations related to
security, stability, employment opportunities, and access to basic services remain among the most significant
factors shaping return decisions. The results also demonstrate that years of displacement have contributed
to varying levels of social and economic integration within Turkish society, reinforcing the preference of a
substantial segment of Syrians to remain in Turkey. The study concludes that the future of Syrians in Turkey
is likely to follow multiple trajectories, including the gradual return of some groups and the continued
residence of others, reflecting the complex relationship between political transformations in the country of

origin and refugees’ choices in the host country.

Keywords

Syria, Turkey, Syrian refugees, voluntary return, integration, temporary protection, forced migration
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Abstract

The issue of Syrian refugees’ return in the post-liberation phase represents one of the most complex
challenges in the broader process of rebuilding society and the state, given its humanitarian, political, and
economic dimensions. Its significance lies in understanding the factors shaping the decision to return,
particularly those related to security and the capacity of returnees to achieve stability. Within this framework,
the study seeks to analyze the determinants of return from a field-based perspective grounded in the lived
realities of refugees themselves. The study aimed to examine the determinants influencing the return of
Syrian refugees after liberation, by identifying the factors that encourage or hinder return, and by assessing
the availability of security conditions and stability requirements in Syria post-liberation. It also sought to
explore refugees’ perceptions of return and measure their level of confidence in the security, public service,

and social conditions awaiting them in Syria.

The study employed a field survey using an electronic questionnaire distributed to a sample of 300 Syrian
refugees residing in various host countries. The study focused on three main dimensions considered most
influential in shaping return decisions: security, livelihood stability, and psychological and social factors.
The study reached several key findings: the security dimension recorded a mean score of 2.037, reflecting
refugees’ continued perception that security conditions in liberated areas remain insufficient, despite the
fact that improved security is a strong motivator for return. - The livelihood stability dimension achieved a
mean score of 1.555, indicating refugees’ recognition of the importance of adequate housing, employment
opportunities, essential services, and the ability to secure a stable income as fundamental prerequisites for
return. - The psychological and social factors dimension recorded a mean score of 1.997, showing that the
presence of relatives in liberated areas serves as a motivating factor, while negative memories associated

with the place constitute a clear psychological barrier.

The study concludes that achieving sustainable return for Syrian refugees requires a balanced approach
that addresses security conditions, service provision, and economic opportunities, while simultaneously
strengthening trustbetween refugees and host communities. Moreover, the findings confirm that the decision
of Syrian refugees to return voluntarily is consistent with theoretical frameworks explaining voluntary
return: security emerges as a primary threshold condition, livelihood stability as a decisive economic factor,
and social ties as both motivators and obstacles. Ultimately, return remains contingent upon the fulfillment

of conditions of voluntariness and dignity.

Keywords

Syria, refugees, return, post-liberation, safety, stability
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Abstract

The political transition in Syria following the fall of the Assad regime in December 2024 has renewed
debates about refugee return. This study examines the return intentions of Syrian refugees in Jordan and the
factors shaping these decisions using mixed-methods design. A stratified random sample of 1,070 refugees
residing in host communities and camps was surveyed through telephone interviews, complemented by
four focus group discussions and two key informant interviews with experts. Although 61% of respondents
expressed an intention to return, only 20% indicated concrete or immediate plans, suggesting that return
remains largely aspirational rather than imminent. Access to housing and property (55%), economic
conditions (46%), and safety and security (40%) emerged as central determinants, indicating that structural
barriers, rather than regime change alone, shape decision-making. Qualitative findings further reveal that
emotional attachment to Syria sustains return aspirations, yet financial hardship, debt in Jordan, and housing
destruction in Syria constrain refugees’ capabilities to act. These findings underscore that voluntary, safe, and
dignified repatriation depends not only on addressing structural barriers in Syria, but also on maintaining

essential protection and support for Syrian refugees in Jordan.

Keywords

Syrian refugees, durable solutions, aspirations-capabilities framework, push-pull factors, Syria, Jordan
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Abstract

Despite the military triumph of the Syrian Revolution on 8 December 2024, cycles of conflict, and the
interconnected social, economic, and political crises that continue to shape Syria have further eroded citi-
zenship as both a normative principle and a lived reality. At the same time, declining household well-being,
growing humanitarian needs, weakened social safety networks, and persistent drivers of conflict continue
to threaten social cohesion and sustainable peace. These conditions highlight the importance of examining
peacebuilding and transitional justice in contemporary Syria. This study addresses several interrelated ques-
tions: What form of civil peace is currently lacking in Syria? How can sustainable peace be built, and where
should this process begin? What opportunities and challenges shape current peacebuilding efforts? How can
Syria move from a model of managed peace to sustainable peacebuilding and institutionalized social cohe-
sion? Moreover, what prospects exist for social recovery, economic empowerment, me effective community
representation, and effective governance of the digital sphere? The research adopts a descriptive-analytical
and deconstructive approach to examining Syrian society and its relationship with the former regime. First,
it analyzes the foundations of Syria’s pre-2011 fragile stability, focusing on the mechanisms of top-down
coercive peace, the former regime’s efforts to portray its strategies favorably while discrediting society, the
resulting depletion of social capital, and the structural roots of societal fragmentation before, during, and
after the revolution. Second, it proposes practical strategies for rebuilding horizontal and vertical social ties
among Syria’s conflicting social groups strengthening trust between citizens and state institutions and pre-
venting renewed conflict. Third, it explores the balance between domestic and international opportunities
and constraints affecting peacebuilding, with the aim of advancing peaceful coexistence within a political

order grounded in the rule of law, justice, and inclusive citizenship.

Keywords

Syria, peacebuilding, managed (top-down) peace, social capital, social cohesion, sustainable peace
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Abstract

The former Syrian regime systematically sought to shape the personality of the Syrian citizen by fostering
isolation and passivity, while maintaining a pervasive policy of repression, exclusion, and marginalization
from public life. This led to the emergence of a stereotypical Syrian personality characterized by limited agen-
cy and constrained participation in the country’s public affairs due to sustained violence and authoritarian
control. With the advent of the Syrian Spring in March 2011, opportunities emerged for Syrians to reclaim
roles that had long been denied to them, particularly through participation in political and social life. The
successive developments of the revolution, the ensuing conflict, and displacement contributed significantly
to raising Syrians’ awareness of their indispensable role in state-building and the necessity of preventing
their exclusion from the public sphere in the future. The fall of the regime on 8 December 2024 marked the
beginning of a departure from decades of security domination, one-party rule, and policies of exclusion and
marginalization. At the same time, the experience of the Syrian diaspora exposed Syrians -particularly young
women and men-to diverse political and social models, influencing their perceptions and aspirations regard-

ing Syria’s future and their prospective role within it.

Against this backdrop, and approximately one and a half years after the collapse of the former regime,
while a substantial proportion of Syrians continue remain displaced or live as refugees, this study examines
the attitudes of young Syrian women and men living in Tiirkiye toward the future of Syria. The study explores
their views on social, political, educational, and civil-liberties issues. The findings indicate that, with respect
to social issues, a majority of respondents supported a mixed legislative framework combining religious and
civil law, advocated granting Syrian nationality to the children of Syrian women married to non-Syrians, and
favored abolishing mitigating Iegal provisions in cases of so-called “honor crimes.” Regarding education,
most respondents endorsed the political neutrality of school curricula and supported abolishing exemptions
in university admissions and relying solely on academic achievement. Broad consensus also emerged con-
cerning the importance of developing technical and vocational education. In addition, a considerable pro-
portion of participants supported the teaching of the Kurdish language -at least on an elective basis -during
pre-university education .In relation to governance and political issues, the results revealed growing support
for freedom of expression and publication, independent media, and the right to scrutinize and criticize gov-
ernment performance. The sample unanimously agreed that the President of the Republic should be a Sunni
Muslim. Furthermore, the majority preferred limiting the presidential term to five years, renewable for only

one additional term.

Keywords

Syria, Syria's Future, Tl’jrkiye,you ng Syrian women, young Syrian men, refugees, attitudes
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Abstract

This study aims to fill a research gap related to novels dealing with the Euphrates Dam region before and
after its construction. The study seeks to analyze novels that address the issue of the inundated communities
(al-Maghmuroon) and the authorities’ perspective on this issue, as well as the extent to which these novels
reflect the social changes that occurred in the region due to the dam’s construction. It focuses on the impact
of the displacement process caused by the dam’s waters on the inhabitants of the Euphrates region after
their agricultural lands and homes were submerged, giving rise to the term “al-Maghmuroon” as a label
for them instead of their previous tribal identities. The study aims to read and analyze seven Syrian novels
that address the Euphrates region and its inhabitants before and after the dam’s construction, relying on the
realist approach. This approach is considered best suited to providing the tools necessary to understand how

these novels address the issue of the dam’s construction and its impact on the region and its inhabitants.
Keywords

Euphrates Dam, Syrian novels al-Maghmuroon, novelistic imagination, forced displacement, spatial

memory
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