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(4) L. Smadi and B. Al-Madi, ‘“‘Return or Stay? The Dilemma of Hope and Despair Among Syrian Refugees Living in Jordan: An Ecological Perspective,” Social Sciences,
vol. 15 no. 3 (2026).
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Abstract

The political transition in Syria following the fall of the Assad regime in December 2024 has renewed
debates about refugee return. This study examines the return intentions of Syrian refugees in Jordan and the
factors shaping these decisions using mixed-methods design. A stratified random sample of 1,070 refugees
residing in host communities and camps was surveyed through telephone interviews, complemented by
four focus group discussions and two key informant interviews with experts. Although 61% of respondents
expressed an intention to return, only 20% indicated concrete or immediate plans, suggesting that return
remains largely aspirational rather than imminent. Access to housing and property (55%), economic
conditions (46%), and safety and security (40%) emerged as central determinants, indicating that structural
barriers, rather than regime change alone, shape decision-making. Qualitative findings further reveal that
emotional attachment to Syria sustains return aspirations, yet financial hardship, debtin Jordan, and housing
destruction in Syria constrain refugees’ capabilities to act. These findings underscore that voluntary, safe, and
dignified repatriation depends not only on addressing structural barriers in Syria, but also on maintaining

essential protection and support for Syrian refugees in Jordan.

Keywords

Syrian refugees, durable solutions, aspirations-capabilities framework, push-pull factors, Syria, Jordan
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(9) Adar, Sinem, Muriel Asseburg, Hamidreza Azizi, Margarete Klein, and Guido
Steinberg. 2025. The Fall of the Assad Regime: Regional and International Power
Shifts. Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP). https://www.swp-berlin.org/publika-
tion/the-fall-of-the-assad-regime-regional-and-international-power-shifts (accessed
on 1 September 2025); Mandhare, Saee. 2025. Heightened Limbo: The Uncertain Fate
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September 2025).

(10) Ahmad, Sharjeel. 2025. The Fall of Assad: A Comprehensive Analysis of the
Syrian Conflict and Prospects for Future Stability.online: https://www.academia.
edu/126169138/THE_FALL OF ASSAD A COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS
OF_THE_SYRIAN_CONFLICT_AND_PROSPECTS_FOR_FUTURE_STABILI-
TY (accessed on 1 September 2025). Hall, Natasha. 2025. With the Fall of Assad, Can
Syria Rise? Survival 67: 45-54.

(11)Wedeen, Lisa. 2025. ‘Forever Has Fallen’: The End of Syria’s Assad. Jour-
nal of Democracy 36: 50—58. https://www.journalofdemocracy.org/articles/forever-
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(14)Bani Salameh, Mohammed Torki. 2025. The Fragile Yet Unmistakable
Long-Term Integration of Syrian Refugees in Jordan. Feature. Migration Informa-
tion Source. June 2. Available online: https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/

syrian-refugees-jordan (accessed on 6 June 2025)

(15)Davidoff-Gore, Samuel, and Susan Fratzke. 2024. “The Complicated Real-
ity of Syrians’ Return.”” Migrationpolicy.Org. December 18. https://www.migra-
tionpolicy.org/news/post-assad-returns-syria (accessed on 1 September 2025). Zafar, Sheikh,

Humera Akhtar, and Zunaira Shaukat. 2025. The Global Rivalry in Syria and the Security Dilemma in the
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(5)Hinnebusch, Raymond. 2012. Syria: From ‘authoritarian upgrading’ to revolu-
tion? International Affairs 88: 95-113; Nepstad, Sharon Erickson. 2013. Mutiny and
nonviolence in the Arab Spring: Exploring military defections and loyalty in Egypt,
Bahrain, and Syria. Journal of Peace Research 50: 337-49.

(6)Abu-Bader, Suleiman, and Elena Ianchovichina. 2019. Polarization, foreign
military intervention, and civil conflict. Journal of Development Economics 141:
102248.
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and its Impact on Jordanian Society: A Survey Study. International Journal for Scien-
tific Research 3: 231-84.
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(20) United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 2024. Ninth
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