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Abstract

This research sought to shed light on the era of French colonialism in Syria, which resulted
in a state of identity fragmentation within the Syrian social fabric, as well as its geographical and
social division. It also examined the foundations upon which Western colonial powers, under the
Ottoman Empire, established and enabled the partitioning of the Levant, drawing clearly defined and
artificial political borders and isolating its inhabitants. The study concluded that French colonialism
worked to shape the Syrian state within its current borders in a purely geographical manner, without
regard for the social and identity dimensions of the communities divided into states. France estab-
lished garrisons and military barracks, which served as border posts, aiming to solidify the division,
gain recognition for it, and normalize interactions based on the new boundaries. This created a social
problem due to the disregard for the social conditions and cultural similarities between the divided
communities. With the complete withdrawal of French colonialism in 1946, this new entity proved
problematic and was rejected by the majority. French colonialism ignored all social groups and the
structural compositions of societies, thus creating a state of tampering with this social structure, its
historical rules, and its ancient and deeply rooted values, as the new geography in this sense became

existentially prior to the existence of the Syrian people.
Keywords

Syria, French colonialism, fragmentations, national identity, sectarianism, regionalism
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Abstract

The study examines the national identity in Syria within the context of a current radical
transformation, a context that continues to reshape the relationship between the state, society, and
political belonging since 2011. The study starts from the following hypothesis: the crisis of national
identity in Syria cannot be reduced merely to a weak sense of belonging or the disintegration of polit-
ical structures, as it is linked to the tension of concepts that explain political society during moments
of violent transformation. Therefore, the study adopts a critical epistemological-analytical approach,
based on a discussion with contemporary sociological and philosophical literatures, in order to de-
construct the relationship between violence and its context, identity and positioning, the deferred
justice and the suspended national identity in Syria. The study proposes understanding national
identity as a relationship formed within an intertwined dysfunction in power structures and frame-
works of knowledge, where belonging is reproduced in a transformative context lacking the condi-
tions of both political and epistemic stability. The study shows that identity affiliations in the Syrian
case occupy positions within a fragmented political space, a space characterized by multiple centers
of power, which hinders the reconstruction of the public sphere. The study concludes that the Syrian
national identity is still in the process of formation, meaning it is a suspended identity and an open
issue with conditional possibilities linked to the ability of actors and institutions to transform social

pluralities and contradictions into a shared political value that unites Syrians.
Keywords

radical transformational context, epistemological approach, suspended national identity, defera

red justice
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(12) Elias Norbert, The Civilizing Process, Edmund Jephcott (trans.) (Oxford: Black-
well, 1994), p.381.

(13) Joel S. Migdal, State in Society: Studying How States and Societies Transform
and Constitute One Another (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001), pp.108-
110.
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Abstract

This study examines sectarian partisanship in Syria through a Khaldunian analytical per-
spective focusing on its operation between social Formation and political Instrumentalization .In the
thought of Ibn Khaldun ,collective Solidarity constitutes a key Mechanism shaping political Action
and influencing the Organization of Society and the State by Fostering Cohesion ,Cooperation ,or
Division .Building on this Framework the Study extends this analytical lens beyond its classical tribal
Context to examine the Sect as a social Collective Capable of Generating Forms of internal Cohesion
and political Agency outside the Framework of the State .The Research focuses on the Alawies and
Druze Communities as Case Studies through which sectarian Partisanship can be observed as an
organizing Framework for political Action .It explores how historical narratives ,collective grievances,
cultural Memory ,and processes of Identity Construction contribute to the Consolidation of sectarian
Cohesion and its Transformation into a Resource for political Mobilization .The Study further investi-
gates the Mechanisms through which sectarian Partisanship operates within sectarian Communities,
transforming from a Form of social Solidarity into a Tool of political Mobilization and the Reproduc-
tion of Influence and Power .Particular Attention is given to the cultural and symbolic Processes that
reinforce these Dynamics ,including Identity formation ,sectarian Culture ,imagined Community,
historical Narratives ,collective Grievance ,and Forms of cultural Religion that shape collective Con-
sciousness and strengthen communal Belonging .The Study concludes that while sectarian Partisan-
ship can generate strong internal Cohesion within sectarian Communities ,it often contributes to the
Reproduction of societal Fragmentation and the Weakening of the shared national Sphere .Under
such Conditions ,the Sect becomes a primary Framework for political Agency limiting the emergence
of aninclusive national Identity and exposing the political Movement to complex internal and exter-

nal Dynamics.
Keywords

sectarianism, sectarian identity, minority, Khaldunian perspective, political action, Syria
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Abstract

This study examines how digital platforms and algorithms are reshaping representations of
Syrian national identity and subnational identities within highly polarized digital spaces. Drawing on
a quantitative and qualitative analysis of approximately 200.000 social media posts and comments,
the findings show that identity-related discussions are not primarily constructed through direct the-
oretical definitions, but rather through discursive styles, labels, narrative clusters, ready-made tem-
plates, signal-based interaction, and patterns of networked amplification, all of which are further
shaped by filter bubbles and echo chambers. The data indicate that identity discourse is structured
primarily around collective we-ness and talk about the “other,” more than around the individual self,
reflecting the dominance of alignment logic over dialogic exchange. Loyalty and opposition camps
emerge as the strongest organizing structure in the discourse, accounting for 58.3 % of identity-re-
lated discussions, followed by the dynamic of the Syrian diaspora versus Syrian-based residents at
13.1%, ethnic and tribal affiliation at 12.2 %, and religious and sectarian affiliation at 6.1%. The find-
ings also point to a strong presence of echo chamber actors and their associated behaviors, with a
notable prevalence of accounts displaying problematic traits, as well as coordinated amplification
waves around topics related to conflict, violations, and victims. Overall, 38.7 % of accounts exhibit-
ed problematic behaviors associated with echo chamber actors, including 4.4 % high-risk accounts
and 7.3 % medium-risk accounts, while 11.3 % of users across the full analytical sample displayed
bot-like or troll-like behavior. More broadly, the study suggests that Syrian identity may be mov-
ing toward a form of “parallel plurality” rather than toward an inclusive national integration. At the
same time, limited indicators point to the possibility that some discussions are evolving toward more
complex understandings of issues such as federalism, individual responsibility, and the definitions
of majority and minority. The construction of an inclusive Syrian national identity remains possible,
but it requires meaningful representation, constitutional citizenship, and a conscious management

of diversity across both the digital and public spheres.
Keywords

Syria, national identity, digital echo chambers, digital spaces, discourse, identities, Biases
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Polarization spectrum classifying narratives as unifying or divisive
~ Unifying

Kurdish inclusion

National unity

Presidential decree 4

national unity4

Syrian Kurds -

Syrian national identity<

Kurdish rights

national identity

Syrian identity-

Kurdish identity <
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Abstract

This study sheds light on the poetry of the Syrian revolution as a linguistic field that trans-

cends aesthetic expression to become a semantic structure encapsulating collective consciousness
in the face of the existential erasure imposed by the authoritarian regime in Syria. Adopting the ge-
netic structuralist approach, the analysis reveals two fundamental dimensions within the poetic text:
alienation, marked by disintegration and the loss of belonging, and identity, conceived as a dynamic
project that seeks to reconstruct both the self and the community. This tension emerges as a form
of collective awareness in crisis, propelling the poetic discourse from individual lyricism toward a
broader epic mode that embraces the communal experience. The poem thus becomes a space for
reconfiguring Syrian suffering within a profound vision capable of absorbing the trauma of war and
displacement, and of transforming it into a creative energy aimed at restoring the self and envisioning
a human horizon that transcends the limits of affliction. The study concludes that the poetry of the
revolution articulates a worldview that transforms destruction into aesthetic substance and aliena-
tion into a catalyst for the reconstruction of a dynamic identity, one that derives its meaning from

.engaging with pain while remaining open to the Other
Keywords

Syria, poetry, syrian revolution, alienation, identity, structural approach
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Abstract

In conflict and post-conflict settings, cultural heritage and memory are often weaponized as
instruments of dispute and legitimization. This article critically examines this dynamicin Syria, where
the Syrian Revolution (2011-2024) and the fall of the Ba‘athist regime have created an opportunity
to redefine the nation’s cultural and political landscape. Grounded in ethnographic fieldwork with
diverse local communities, including ethnic and religious minorities, this study offers a theoretical
framework for decolonizing heritage in post-Assad Syria. It argues that moving beyond conventional
preservation and reconstruction paradigms to adopt participatory, people-centered approaches is
critical. Such a decolonization approach enhances the societal impact of heritage, transforming it

from a tool of conflict into a foundation for equity, social cohesion, and sustainable recovery.

Keywords

decolonial Theory, cultural heritage, memory, Syria, post-conflict, post-Assad
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Abstract

This study aims to identify Syrians” attitudes toward political parties in the post-Assad regime
era (December 2024) from a sociological perspective, focusing on the relationship between histori-
cal party experience, the level of public trust, and the legal framework governing party activity. The
study stems from a central problem: the contradiction between the high level of interest in political
affairs among Syrians and their limited actual engagement in political parties. It seeks to explain this
behavior in light of rational choice theory. The study employed a mixed-methods (quantitative-qual-
itative) approach, including an online questionnaire administered to a sample of 832 political activ-
ists inside and outside Syria, in addition to in-depth interviews with 15 political activists. The results
showed that high political interest does not translate into active and widespread party engagement
due to accumulated negative historical experiences, weak party effectiveness, and the absence of a
supportive legal and institutional environment. The study also revealed a decline in the appeal of
traditional ideological parties, contrasted with a growing preference for pragmatic, non-ideological
national parties. It concluded that party apathy represents a rational and justifiable behavior in the
post-authoritarian context, emphasizing that the future of party life in Syria hinges on drafting a dem-

ocratic party's law that rebuilds trust and strengthens the democratic transition.
Keywords

political parties, Syria, post-Assad, rational choice, political trust, parties’ law
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Abstract

This study employs textual analysis, drawing on representation theory to examine the Syrian
television series Ma Malakat Aymanukumwithin the political and media structures of Ba‘ath-era Syr-
ia under the Assad regime. The findings indicate that the series constructs conservative Muslim char-
acters through recurring associations with violence, extremism, hypocrisy, social rigidity, and intoler-
ance, primarily through a sustained strategy of contrast between a religiously conservative milieu and
asecular space. Veiled women are depicted as oppressed, naive, or socially constrained, whereas un-
veiled women are represented as educated, autonomous, and civilized. Interpreted through the lens
of Islamophobia and internalized Islamophobia, these representational patterns reproduce familiar
tropes that conflate visible religiosity with aggression, coercion, and hostility toward difference,

thereby rearticulating Islamophobic stereotypes within a Muslim-majority authoritarian context.
Keywords

Islamophobia; internalized Islamophobia; Syrian drama; Assad regime; Ma Malakar Ayma-

nukum
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