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abstract

This study examines the significant transformations taking place in the Syrian file,
particularly regarding Syrian-Turkish relations during the transitional phase, specifical-
ly within the period from 8 December 2024 to 18 April 2026. It treats this relationship
as a complex model shaped by a dual logic: security considerations and a growing incli-

nation toward institutional cooperation.

The paper argues that Syrian-Turkish relations have historically been built upon
long-standing conflicts rather than institutional integration that could leverage oppor-
tunities in the fields of economy, transportation energy, trade, and industry. While the
Syrian revolution represented a historic opportunity to reconstruct this relationship,

the fall of the regime created a practical opening for implementing such visions.

The study is based on a central hypothesis that building institutional security can
serve as a foundational framework for stability and development between the two
countries, as well as an entry point for effective cooperation aimed at reducing political
and strategic uncertainty, particularly in post-conflict contexts, as is the case with Syria’s

relationship with Turkey.

The paper proposes that overcoming the security dilemma requires adopting the
framework of institutional liberalism, which offers a model for constructing institution-
al security across multiple levels: political and governance, economic and trade, and
societal and civil. This approach facilitates a shift from perceiving the “other” as a threat
to viewing the “other” as a partner, a transformation enabled through institutional co-

operation.

Keywords: institutional liberalism, Syria, Turkey, complex interdependence,

partnership, transitional phase
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